BYLAWS FOR THE LEBANON DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
ARTICLE I — Name

The name of this organization is the Lebanon Democratic Party.
ARTICLE II — Purpose

The Purpose of the Lebanon Democratic Party is to seek and elect Democrats to public office; to raise funds and give support to Democratic nominees; to aid and help guide the Grafton County, State, and National Democratic Committees in their activities; and to take positions on issues that will enhance the effectiveness of the government at all levels for the ultimate benefit of the people.

ARTICLE III — Membership and Biennial Caucus

A. The Lebanon Democratic Party (hereinafter "the Lebanon Democrats") shall consist of all members of the Democratic Party registered in the City of Lebanon and an elected Executive Board. All Lebanon Democrats may attend any meeting or function of the Lebanon Democratic Party and/or its Executive Board.

B. A caucus shall be held every two years for the purpose of electing the officers and ward representatives of the Executive Board. The biennial caucus, and any other meetings of the Lebanon Democrats deemed necessary by the Executive Board, shall be called by the Chair. For the biennial caucus and any other meetings of the Lebanon Democrats, the Chair shall give at least two weeks' prior notice to all Lebanon Democrats who have provided an email address. The Chair will also advertise notice of the biennial caucus broadly, including in at least one local newspaper and on appropriate social media.

C. Elections of officers and other decisions to be made at the biennial caucus or other meetings shall be made by a majority vote of those members of the Lebanon Democrats present and voting at the meeting, provided that due notice of the meeting was provided as described in section III B and excluding the removal of officers described in Article VI below.
ARTICLE IV — Powers and Duties

The Lebanon Democratic Party has the following powers and duties:

A. To recruit Democratic candidates and to provide support for their elections;

B. To fill vacancies on the Democratic Ballot in accordance with RSA 655, Sections 32 through 39, and RSA 659:65;

C. To appoint inspectors of election as provided in RSA 658:2;

D. To elect members of the Executive Board and to fill vacancies on the Executive Board;

E. To set policy and provide direction to the Executive Board;

F. To perform other duties which it shall assume or which it shall delegate to the Executive Board. 

ARTICLE V — Executive Board
A. There shall be an Executive Board comprised of officers and ward representatives elected by the registered Democrats of Lebanon at the biennial caucus. The Executive Board shall consist of a Chair and a Vice Chair (or two Co-Chairs), a Secretary, a Treasurer, and at least two representatives from each of the three City wards—all of whom shall be Democrats registered in Lebanon. Other positions may be established or eliminated by a vote of the Executive Board and filled provisionally by majority vote of the Executive Board until a vote by the Lebanon Democrats occurs per Article III B. The Executive Board shall additionally consist of those elected officials to the state legislature that are also members of the Lebanon Democrats per Article III A.
B. The Executive Board officers and ward representatives shall be elected at the biennial caucus as established under Article III B above.

C. The Executive Board is empowered to carry out routine affairs and hold routine meetings of both the Executive Board and the Lebanon Democrats. A quorum of the Executive Board shall consist of no fewer than four members. Decisions of the Executive board, including authorizations for the expenditure of funds but excluding removal of officers per Article VI below, shall be determined by simple majority vote. 
D. The Duties of Officers:

1]
The Chair shall be responsible for convening a meeting of the Lebanon Democrats at least once a year and at such other times as may be necessary. The Chair shall serve reasonable notice of such meetings. The Chair shall preside over the business of the Executive Board, meetings of the Lebanon Democrats, the biennial caucus, and other meetings called by the Chair at the request of at least five members of the Lebanon Democratic Party.

2]
The Vice-Chair shall perform the functions of the Chair at the request of the Chair or in the absence of the Chair. If Co-Chairs, the two may divide or alternate the functions of the Chair as they see fit.

3]
The Secretary shall take minutes of meetings and send an updated list of officers to the Grafton County Democrats, the Upper Valley Democrats, and the New Hampshire State Democratic Party.
4]
The Treasurer shall be responsible for collecting donations, maintaining an accounting of monies collected and spent, managing the Lebanon Democrats’ account, filing required financial disclosure paperwork, and paying the Lebanon Democrats’ bills. The Lebanon Democrats shall follow all relevant state and national campaign finance regulations and reporting requirements. The Lebanon Democrats may make expenditures in support of the mission by majority vote of the Executive Board at a regularly called meeting of the Executive Board or by electronic communications.
ARTICLE VI — Removal of Executive Board officers

An officer of the Executive Board may be removed from office for dereliction of duty or other sufficient cause by two-thirds vote of the members of the Executive Board. Another avenue of removal may be for ten registered Lebanon Democrats to petition the Executive Board in writing for the removal of an officer charged with neglect of duty. Said petition must be submitted to the Chair or to any officer not charged with neglect of duty. The receiving officer must call a meeting of the Lebanon Democrats within three weeks of receipt of said petition, state the allegations, and notify the person charged with neglect of the specific charges and informing said person of the time and date of the meeting. A two-thirds vote of the members of the Lebanon Democrats present and voting is required for the removal of the person charged.

ARTICLE VII — Amendments

These Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote of the registered Democrats of Lebanon attending the biennial caucus or at any meeting called for that purpose after due notice according to Article III B.

These Bylaws initially approved by the Lebanon Democrats at a caucus for that purpose on January __, 2018.

