Elect Kelley Monahan

Register of Deeds

Grafton County, New Hampshire

The Register of Deeds Office is a public office open to the legal profession as well as the general public.  This County office is responsible for recording, processing and protecting all documents as they pertain to the sale of real property. Fees associated with these transactions are collected by the office, 96% of which is passed onto the state government while 4% is retained by the county to offset the county property tax. These recorded transactions include mortgages, liens, deeds, attachments, power of attorney, quitclaim deeds, covenants for development, plans of surveyed subdivided property and more.

Fiscal Concerns
· Grafton County is very rich with land and water resources. Our county has recently been selected by Progressive Farmer Magazine as the 4th most desirable county east of the Mississippi River in which to farm. I believe that the coming years will see a boom in the development of our county. It is this reliable and ever increasing source of revenue that I wish to protect from an excessive Deed’s Office Operating budget. Restraint shown here will continue to offset the County Property Tax burden for landowners.

· Now that the office is providing the online access to the professional researchers, saving the travel time and the need to use the computer room at the deeds office, I would like to perform a close review of the operating budget. The public computer room is most often vacant with 10 computer stations that serve no one.  The current Register of Deeds speaks of a savings to the tax payer of $26,529.00 for the 2010 fiscal year. This is equivalent to approximately $0.31 per resident.   Mr. Sharp fails to mention the $60,475.00 that was appropriated on July 26, 2010 from the Registry of Deeds Surcharge Reserve account for new equipment to the office for the 2011 operating budget. I would like to request an itemization of these future expenditures.

· I continue to believe that the current policy of accepting cash only for copies at the office is a less than ideal situation and will seek an appropriate alternative. The cost  per copy is set at $1.00 per page. This can add up very quickly when conducting research. Mr. Sharp stated at a public meeting in June that he was moving to a debit/credit card system. No such improvement has been implemented.

Operational Concerns
· Grafton County still lags in access to high speed internet service. Many of the elderly landowners will never have access or the ability to research their deeds on line. It is this population that concerns me. As new people purchase land here and begin to make changes, long established residents will need assistance in deed research to protect their property rights. I suggest that the office provide guided direction to the land owner who comes to the office in search of answers. This direction would not be in the form of advice, simply listings of real estate attorneys, licensed surveyors, appraisers, state and federal agency contacts for conservation and consultation.

· I would like to investigate the delay in processing more data for online availability.  This office has been holding at year 1960 as a cutoff for an unreasonable length of time. Other deeds offices in New Hampshire are providing access to much older records.

· Out of consideration to the professionals that use this office I would like to propose extending the operating hours until 7:00 pm one night per week.

· For the land owners conducting their own research and the professionals, I would like all 38 towns and the City of Lebanon to provide an annually updated tax map to the Registry of Deeds Office.

· I would like the office to also offer access to the most recent State of New Hampshire RSA books as pertaining to land use law. I would like to see the great resource that is this office utilized as a functional and welcoming library for the public.

· Considering the rapidly growing interest in Genealogy, the deed’s office should make itself known and available to this type of researcher.

· As the individual town governments move to digitize their records, I would like the Grafton County Registry of Deeds Office offer to protect and store old paper records that the town governments many not have the ability to store. What may seem insignificant today may be of great value in the future as the history of this land is told.

About Me
· I approach this office from a broader view than my opponent. I have been very familiar with this office for 12 years and have been supportive of many of the improvements. As an individual who has had a great deal of familiarity with variety of real estate transactions over the course of my life, I offer a perspective that I think transcends that of any simple managerial, budgetary or tax-collecting experience.

· I have been an efficiency expert in my personal and professional life, working intelligently with my head up and eyes focused ahead to anticipate future challenges before they arise.

· I have been a small business owner for 25 years. I have raised my 3 sons and I now  seek a new career challenge. I chose to invest my life here and seek to offer my energy and ability to our Grafton County Government.

· While I have not previously sought elected office, I have been a positive motivating force for progress in policy concerning land use, town government, local education and political concerns most of my adult life.

· I am technologically adept and can perform any of the tasks of the office. I vow to be  a “working register.” I have not worked for any financial institution, real estate company, developer nor held town office. I come to this office without deep roots to any one community.   I feel that this is an asset for a position of this nature.

· I currently hold an AS degree in Horticulture/Business from Becker College in Leicester MA. At age 22 I managed 20 employees in a high volume flower business in Atlanta GA. I started my first business at age 24. As a life-long learner my plans are to matriculate my degree to a BS in Environmental Science and Community Planning with concentrations in soil science and hydrology from the Frost School of Continuing Education at Plymouth State University.

· I have been a socially progressive, fiscally conservative Democrat for 35 years. At the age of 15 I went to work and became politically active, and I have not stopped.  I chose the state of New Hampshire in which to raise my family for it’s commitment to personal freedom. I possess a strong belief in local citizen government.

· As a pragmatist, my home is a very reasonable commute to the county complex.

· As an ardent believer in campaign finance reform, I will not solicit campaign contributions. If my candidacy resonates with you please encourage a few friends and neighbors to get out and vote for me.

I ask for the honor of your vote on Primary Day September 14, 2010 in my challenge to the current Register of Deeds, Bill Sharp, my Democratic Party opponent.
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